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disease of the betel-nut palm which had been known in the
Malnad districts of Mysore, particularly near Koppa, for many
years. In 11)10 a fuller account of the same disease was given
by L. C. roleman.* It is chiefly from the latter paper that we
borrow the following details. The reader is referred to the
more extended and fully illustrated account which the same
author has published as a Bulletin of the Agricultural Department
of Mysore.
The disease in question is known in Kanarese, the chief
language of the Mysore State, as 'Koleroga,T which means
simply *Rot Disease/
The disease has been observed with certainty only in the
extreme western parts of Mysore, 'The area affected consists
of an extent situated in the Western Ghauts and extending
practically from the extreme north of the State to a point about
80 miles southward. It has a width in its widest part of about
M miles. This area coincides pretty closely with the area of
heaviest rainfall, the rainfall ranging between approximately
100 and 300 inches in a year	 By far the greater pai't of
the rain falls between the months of June and September and it
is during this time that koleroga is prevalent in Mysore.' The
disease has, besides, been reported from North Kanara, South
Kanara, from a small tract in Malabar adjoining Cochin State,
and from Cochin State itself. Mr. Butler informs me that lately
the disease has also spread to Dharwar.
'The disease "Koleroga" usually makes its first appearance
towards the end of June, about two or three weeks after the
beginning of the rains. It restricts itself for the most part to
the nuts themselves, but occasionally passes over into the tops
of the palms in which case they very speedily succumb. The
nuts soon after they are attacked begin to drop from the trees
and it is this dropping of diseased nuts which signals the advent
of the disease to the garden owners. Its spread is usually
remarkably rapid so that within a few weeks an area of many
acres may have become badly infected/
The cause of this disease is a fungus belonging to the genus
PhytophtJiora. To Coleman it seems rather doubtful whether
this fungus should be considered as a distinct and new species.
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